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Accordingly the establishment of rates must be accomplished, 
even now, rather more by the exercise of the somewhat arbitrary 
judgment of the actuaries and other experts than by taking data 
for a narrow range of experience at their face value. Both in 
part II and in certain sections of part III appears the natural 
conflict of tendency between those who would rely more and more 
upon the data of experience and those who would more freely ex- 
ercise their judgments. But generally there is a fair disposition 
to make reasonable use of the teachings of experience, as also to 
establish reasonable rates. Six years ago private insurers would 
fain look upon compensation insurance as a rich new field for their 
own exploitation. But the assertion of public control over rates 
and the establishment of a vigorous competition in state funds 
and in mutual associations have brought them to a better mind. 
Of this fact this report is striking evidence. 
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Les Societes Cooperatives de Consomption. By Charles Gide. 
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It is now almost a full generation since Professor Gide first 
showed that interest in cooperation which has never flagged. This 
last study (17 chapters of 854 pages) is easily his most valuable 
contribution to the movement, because the reactions of the war 
have given him a still more resolute faith in a future where "la 
cooperation serait integralment realisee." The first edition on 
which this far more adequate work is based was written fourteen 
years ago. In 1910, after syndicalism had risen, another edition 
appeared, when the outlook for consumers' societies was disheart- 
ening. From the first, profit sharers, producers, and credit asso- 
ciations had the field. The favors of the state and the municipal- 
ities were all for these more capitalistic organizations. All the 
noise in parliament and at banquets was over these, while for the 
consumers — "un grand sUence se fait." 

In the present volume the author can rejoice at this, because 
the free and voluntary character of the more democratic move- 
ment now appears and more especially because the years of bitter 
polemics over the relations of socialism to cooperation have given 



